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IARLY 1940 WAS THE PERIOD OFTHE 


y WAR! WHI 
ARMIES ore Cliedee Paced ecw oTnen 
iE SUPPOSEDLY ee as 


TT WAS A TIME OF WAITING, OF BOREDOM AND 
EVEN OF DISAPPOINTMENT, FOR MEI 
HUNGERED FoR ACTION WERE Ror Nabey 
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Chapter 1. Shoot on Sight 


AMONG THE UNITS GUARDING THE NORTHERN FRONTIER OF FRANCE WERE 
SED Mh SHIRES, A'TOUGH INFANTRY BATTALION WHO WANTED TO GET THE 





E COND. NEUTENART MARKIN HAT 
SRE CaRARY Wane AS HOCH AS 


YES. 17'S QUITE A 

PROBLEM. TELL YOU WHAT, 

NLU HAVE ANOTHER CRACK 
ATTHE 0.¢. 


"A SPARK OF HOPE ELICKERED INTHE 
SERGEANT'S EVES AS HE SALUTED AND 
TURNED AWAY. 


1 MOPE 1 CAN TALK JOHN 

INTO LETTING ME TAKE OUT A 

MIGHY PATROL. ROBERTS 15 GOING 

TOBE A MIGHTY DISAPPOINTED 
MAN IFT CAN'T. 
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ARKIN AND CAPTAIN JOHN ROSS WERE OLD FRIENDS BUT EVEN $0, THE ‘B' COMPANY 
COMMANDER WAS NOT OVER EAGER TO AUTHORISE THE PATROL. 








EATER THAT WIGHT, A GHOSTLY FILE OF MEN SHAKED THEIR WAY OVER THE SHOW 
S THE ENEMY LINES. 


—— 
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NERVES TENSE, EVES NARROWED AGAINST THE HALF: 
PATROL GLIDED TOWAROS THE ENEMY! 








WE'LL SWING TO THE NORTH 
‘DOWN 





BUT AL INAT VERY MOMENT, A GERMAN OFFICER WAS ARRANGING THE DETAILS OF A 
REVISED GUARD -. 





ACHTUNG! THE GUARD WILL BE 
EXTENDED BEYOND THE PRESENT 
LINES. THEY WILL SHOOT, WITHOUT 
‘QUESTION, ANYTHING SEEN BEYOND 
THAT POINT. 
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BY THE TIME MARKIN CHANGED DIRECTION TOWARDS THE ENEMY, THE NEW GUARD 
POSITIONS WERE MANNED BY NERVOUSLY ALERT MEN, 


‘ONE OF THE GERMANS, SHIVER! 
SLIT-TRENCH, SUDDENLY STIEFENED AS 
SOMETHING CAUGHT His EYE 


HIMMEL! WAS THAT A 
MOVEMENT. OR AM I SEEING 
THINGS? Ii it MOVES AGAIN. «. 








[AND A RIFLE CRACKED 
SUDDENLY. A'MAN'S CRY OF PAIN WAS 
INSTANTLY STIFLED BY A'CALLOUSED PALM. 













BLAZES! 
DON'T MOVE! IF 
WE RUN THEY'LL 

‘CUT US DOWNS 
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THE BRITISH PATROL WERE CAUGHT ON A BARE SLOPE, GENTLY, MARKIN EASED HIMSELF 
FoRwauo 








HOW IS HE, 
SERGEANT? 


DEAD, SIR! THE SAME AS. 
WE'LU ALL BE UNLESS WE 
CAN GET THAT BLOXE WITH 


THE RIFLE. “AND HIS 
MATES, tf ANY! 





“GRIMLy, MARKIN GLANCED UP AT THE SKY. 
CLOUDS WERE BEGINNING To BLOT OUT 
SHE STARS AND SOON, WHAT LITTLE 





WHILE THE PATROL CROUCHED MOTIONLESS 


I-THE SNOW, THE GERMAN GUARD WAS 
BEING BERATED FOR CAUSING A FALSE ALARM. 
LIGHT THERE WAS, WOULD BE GONE. 


Wuck MAY BE WiTHuS 

senceant (7tl Be Prrer DARK NETH 

IN ATEW MINUTES, THEN WELL OVE ae! 
“TAKE CARE OF WHAT'S AHEAD. Dest 


rrOUntkORe! 
Was norman 
GET BACK TO oe 
youn vost? 
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ONCE AGAIN THE SHADOWS MOVED. BUT THIS TIME THE GUARD SAW NOTHING 












FONE AFTER ANOTHER, THE ENEMY SENTRIES WERE LOCATED. - AND SILENCED. 
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ONCE AGAIN, MARIN ANID WIS PATROL MOVED ON ._. : AND BEGAN TO NEGOTIATE THE BARBED 


WIRE THEY FOUND IN THEIR PATH. THE LIEUTENANT FROWNED 


JERRY'S DEFINITELY CHANGED. 
MIS DEFENCE LINE. | WON! 
THEY ARE TYING TO MOE SOFETHING? 














Rinures LATER, HG FOUND THE ANSWER. A GREAT CONCENTRATION OF ARMOUR, GUNS 
JAND MOTORISED INFANTRY. THE WEHRMACHT WAS READY TO MOVE 


i fl y ONAL TART AT 
Ce 




















10000 SRIEF! 

H THAT LOY THEY COULD 

CUP OUR DEFENCE LINE 10 RIBBONS! 

‘WE'VE GOTTOGET THis INFORMATION 
BACK AT ALL COSTS! 
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HEANWHILE, THE STILL, GREY. CLAD SHAPES HUDDLED INTHE SNOW HA 
BY A SHOCKED ENEMY GUARD COMMANDER - D REPORTED TO HIS. 





ZEUFEL! AN ENGLANDER, 
HAVE DONE THIS! 

REA... THEY MUST 

‘BE CAUGHT. . .O@ ELIMINATED! 


BEEN FOUND 
‘OFFICER. 





T DID NOT TAKE LONG FOR THE ALERTED ENEMY 70 FIND THE INTRUDERS. GUNS 
Hap N2Eo Mio CeaD SeaneD THE MiuT AS THE PURSUIT WAS TAKEN UP. 


GET THE MEN SPREAD OUT, 
SERGEANT. (QUT GO LIKE BLAZES 
FoR THE Wie. 17'S OUR ON! 
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DESPERATE NOW, THE PATROL RACED TMROUGH THE SNOW, PAUSING ONLY TO ANSWER THE 
ISERMAN FIRE. INEVITABLY, WEEE CASUALTIES 








PTHERE WAS NO TIME 10 TEND THE WOUNDED, MARKIN, FIRING AS HE RAN, HAD 
THOUGHTS ONLY OF WHAT HE HAD SEEN. 
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LEAVING A TRAIL OF FALLEN MEN IN THEIR WAKE THEY RAN. « . TURNED TO 
FIGHT BACK AND RAN AGAIN. 





SOHEnOW, THEY FORCED ® PATH THROUGH THE ENEMY WIRE AND WERE ABLE TO SLIP 
TRENDETERS IH THE GARRHESS, "AS DAWN BROKE, THEY LIMPED WEARILY 
1S COMPANY LINES te 


‘TAKE CARE OF THE MEN, 
SERGEANT, AND LOOK AFTER 
YouRsELE. 
MAKE MY Be Eepogr ar" 

INCE. 


[> 








ND Look A Foo. IF 
SAM'S W2ONG. BUT I'LL 8s 
IN WORSE TROUBLE IF! DON'T 
REPORT WHAT HE CLAIMS 


THEY WERE CAMOUFLAGED. 
AND HARD TO SEE FROM THE 
Aig. My GET IS THAT JERRY'S, 
BREPARING FOR SOMETHING B16. )%% 


A STEELY- EYED GENERAL READ ROSS’ CAUTIOUS REPORT AND SNORTED 








AT SA 
Witt IMBATIENCE, 


ROSS Is ALways 

NTE. ONEOFHIS JUNIOR VE 

OFFICERS ‘CLAIMS" TO HAVE sParTeD }f 

HEAVY CONCENTRATIONS OF JERRY 1 
ARMOUR, BETTER SEND A RECCE 
PLANE OVER TO HAVE A LOOK ~- 
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BAD WEATHER GROUNDED THE LYSANDERS DURING THE NEXT FEW DAYS AND WHEN 
FHENS REPORT FINALLY REACHED CAPTAIN ROSS, IT THREW NIM INTO A COLD RAGE. 


Tae nace ne ooe 

pI SE MRR OEE 

A Seva one 
JERRY AuMOUe! 








LIEUTENANT MARKIN WAS RIGHT! AS THE SNOW THAWED, THE GERMANS LAUNCHED. 
THEIR BLITZERIEG . THE LIGHTNING WAR. . . AND THEIR PENETRATION POINT 
OF THE ALLIED LINE WAS NEUTRAL BELGIUM, 
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PANZERS WERE ROLLING RUTHLESSLY OVER MEAGRE OPPOSITION, THE LUFTWAFFE 
S'POUNDING ISOLATED POCKETS OF RESISTANCE INTO THE SLUSH, 














[AGAINST SUCH OVERWHELMING ODDS, THE BELGIANS WERE FORCED INTO BITTER 
SURRENOE® 10 AVOID USELESS SLAUGHTER. 
FoR ITS VERY EXISTENCE 


SHE BRITISH ARMY WAS LEFT TO FIGHT 








IS THAT BIGHT THE 
BELGIANS HAVE SUBBED 








THAT'S RIGHT, LAD! 
WENT 
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Chapter 2. Escape to Dunkirk 


THERE WAS CONFUSION .. . AND ALARM... AT COMPANY H.0. AS THE REPORTS CAME 
POURING IN. CAPTAIN ROSS, SWEAT STREAMING FROM HIS FACE, NERVOUSLY SNAPPED 
AT THOSE ABOUT HIM. 


























AL 


fi 


WITHOUT DIRECT ORDERS COMMAND, ROSS WAS AY A LOSS;FOR HE LACKED 
THEABILITY TO IMPROVISE IN THE PACE OF THE DISASTER THAT THREATENED THEM, 







WHAT MORE CAN 1 00? 
AF ONLY H.@. WOULO SEND 
DEFINITE ORDERS. 
































16 The Dead Keep Faith 


‘TO THE MEN FACING THE ENEMY, THEIR DUTY WAS SIMPLE. THEY MUST FIGHT... Al 
THEY DID NOT SHRINK FROM THAT GRIM PROSPECT. 











CAN You see 
ANYTHING, 
SIR? 


Sn 
Su 4 
SWirSe/ ves, seecennt novenrs,.. 
y ont ee vone now 
obode THe MENTO 


‘STAND-TO! 








WAS ENOUGH TO CHILL THE BLOOD OF THE HARDEST VETERAN, 
IND ARMOUR WAS MOVING INEXORABLY TOWARDS THE 
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TISHT: PPED_MARKIN LOWERED HIS GLASSES AS THE SNARL OF A MOTOR-CYCLE 
(© INTO HIS SOMBRE THOUGHTS, 














DISPATCH 
FOR you, sin! 








PURPRISE MIOENED MARKIN'S EVES AS 
HE READ THE DISPATCH. 
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"ANGLILY, HE FLUNG THE DISPATCH ASIDE AND GAVE THE NECESSARY INSTRUCTIONS. 








SEEMS cRAzy TO ME. 
SUPPOSE WE HAVE TO MAKE 
‘ARUN FoR IT? 
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HILL 45 WAS A PROMINENT POSITION DEVOID OF NATURAL COVER, THERE, THE 
PLATOON FRANTICALLY DUG THEMSELVES IN. 





FASTER... DIG FASTER 
AND AS DEEP AS YOU CAN._A HOLE'S 
YOUR BEST FRIEND WHEN THE 

BULLETS START FLYING! 


EVEN AS SERGEANT ROBERTS SPOKE, KEEN GERMAN EVES WERE STUDYING THE HILL 


FROM ATANK TURRET. A RASPED ORDER SWUNG THE LONG-BARRELLED GUN AROUND... 
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THIS 15 (7, LADS... 
THE FIGHT'S on! 4 


BREN CRUMPLED) MY TANK COMMANDER IN 
ROM THE 


2D CHEER ROSE Fi 


. 6000 FOR You, stRs gaan, 
Ser Ste eusr f= 


‘BRITISH RANKS. 
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HOW THE BATTLE WAS JOINED AND THE HILLSIDE WAS SWEPT BY A HURRICANE OF CANNON 
ANO MACHINE-GUN FIRE 











CROUCHING BENEATH THE BARRAGE, LIEUTENANT SAM MARKIN AND HIS MEN WAITED FOR 
THe ATTACK THEY KHEW WOULD COME WHEN IT LIFTED. 
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"[AGREY WAVE OF GERMAN INFANTRY BEGAN To STORM UP THE SHELL. POCKED SLOPES OF 
THE HILL: » « CONFIDENT THAT THE FEEBLE OPPOSITION HAD BEEN BATTERED INTO 
MISSI Shae 





FORWARD : 
FORTHE THIRD 
REICHS 


COME AND 
Ger (7, JERRY! 


KEEP WELL IN COVER, . 
MEN... AND MAKE EVERY 
suot COUNT? 
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AGAIN AND AGAIN, THE NAZI OFFICERS FLUNG THEIR MEN UP THAT FIRE-DRENCHED HILLSIDE. 
WHERE THE CLOSE SUPPORT OF MORTARS WAS TEARING GREAT GAPS IN THE BRITISH LINE. 











The Déad: Keep Faith 


FIGHTING WITH THE SKILL OF THE VETERAN, SERGEANT ROBERTS WAS WIELDING HIS 
RIFLE AND BAYONET TO TERRIBLE EFFECT. 








TNSTINCTIVELY, ROBERTS DUCKED, THEN STRAIGHTENED, THE BUTT OF HIS RIFLE SMASHING 
THE SNARL FROM A GERMAN MOUTH, 
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‘SUDDENLY, THE ENEMY ATTACK BROKE BEFORE THAT SAVAGE DEFIANCE OF THE SMALL 
BRITISH FORCE. 








GET THE WOUNDED. 
UNDER WHAT COVER YOU 
CAN, SERGEANT. HAVE 
ALU’ GUNS RELOADED. 





WE'RE PULLING OUT. 
NOTIFY EACH MAN THAT THE 
BEACHHEAD FOR EVACUATION 
ISAT DUNKIRK. BUT WE'RE NOT 
‘OUT OF THE WOOD YET, 
SERGEANT. 
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THAT NIGHT UNDER coveR oF DARKTESS, THE BATTLE WEARY BARNSHIBES STARTED 
NEY TO GUNRIRK, THe LOOPHOLE TO FREEDOM. THE 
AND MORE MEN WERE tos 





WELL Never GET Our OF THiS. 
WHY DON'T WE GI 
"BE DONE Witt FP 
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Sa RARE RUSTED TS PAITAIN DSEIPLINE 
PIES TAZ 
FEZ 


LKNEW IT WAS DAFT a 
TOSMASH THOSE TRUCKS! ey 


BUY, AT LAST, THEY REACHED DUNKIRK WHERE A SHATTERED BRITISH EXPEDITIONARY 
‘WAITED TO ESCAPE THE CRUSHING MIGHT OF THE GERMAN WAR MACHINE. 
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chapter 3. Whose Orders? 


TE ESCAPE WASA RIGHTHARE BUT, To SECOND LIEUTENANT SAM MARKIN, A GREATER 
HORROR WAS YET TO COME. A KIN, AGEER 











COND LIEUTENANT MARKIN, | ~Y 
gE CLOSE ARREST, you 
ry 


|ARNED THAT HE WAS TO BE CHARGED WITH CULPABLE DERELICTION OF DUT 
iS DULY APPOINTED DEFENDING OFFICER QUESTIONED HIM 


THEM? HAV 
WITNESSES THAT You 
RECEIVED SUCH ORDERS? 


RELY CA 
WOULD KNOW OF THEM! 


DUNKIR: 
ROSS 


I'M SORRY, LIEUTENANT. 
CAPTAIN ROSS DENIES ALL KNOWLE: 
GF ANY SUCH ORDERS, YOUR ONLY Dertnce 


UNSUPPORTED WORD. 


P BUT IM TELLING 
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CAPTAIN JOHN ROSS LOOKED ILL AT EASE AS HE GAVE HIS EVIDENCE. 


FA aes ———S— 
HZ if SSuED NO ORDERS TO THE. 


‘CONCERNED, AND | HAVE HO 
HOW SUCH ORDERS CAME TO 
‘BE RECEIVED. 








ena 


TEN TE PRESTON GATE THE 
— SST OUT ave 


eI ACCOUNT oun 
YOUTH AND INEXPERIENCE 
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FAM FARKIN COULD ONLY STAND AND STARE AT THE GRIM, CONTEMPTUOUS FACES DEFORE 





TTHAT WILL BE ALL 
THE COURT IS NOW 
DISMISSED/ 


iy ROSS WAS HIS ONLY COMFORT, THAT RIGHT THE OLDER MAN DID WHAT HE COULD 70 
EASE THE ANGUISH OF THE YOUNG EX-OFFICER. ee 


[WHY DID THEY DO IT, JOHN? 
WHY PICK ON ME? 


— You'Re Nov THE 
Com ‘ 1 ALOT OF 


nnn 
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TUCK! MARKIN GRITTED HIS TEETH SAVAGELY . . . AND ROSS HASTILY CHANGED THE 
SUBIECT. 
———— 
a : eS, See es 
WHAT ARE You 21 VTS — 11m coin vo cer Back In THE 
sense i il his War tarry over vey AND | OnE 
? i Tow 
ZA | eee 








SAM MARKIN KEPT TO HIS WORD. AMONG THE NEW RECRUITS TO THE STH. WESTBOROUGHS, 
ONE MAN STOOD OUT FROM THE OTHERS. 


Look ar THE 
TALL ONE, SIR... 
HE'S No ROOKIE. 
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PRIVATE SAM MARKIN FOUND THE HARSH LIFE OF THE ARMY RECRUIT VERY DIFFERENT TO 
WHAT HE HAD BEEN ACCUSTOMED. 














WHAT ABOUT MARKIN, SIR? 
NeSEAR Code Mareen 
FoR PROMOTI 














"MIS RECORDS HAD FOL r 
Mig necogn: FOLLQWED HIM AND THOUGH HONE 





ASTRIPE ADDED YO MARKIN'S BITTERNESS AND,THAT NIGHT, FURTHER FUEL 
His SMOULDERING RESENTMENT. 





HEyvouho 
WHERE DO YOU THINK 
‘You'Re GOING? 











The Deod Keep Falth 


HE OF THE MILIVARY POLICEMEN POINTED To] [SWALLOWING Wis ANGER, MAKIN MOVED 
THE LARGE SiN BESIDE THE DOOR. MENT, Hi 
Poser AN EVES, HE a HIMSELF TO BB 





‘YOU CANT GOIN THERE, SOLDIER! 
ITS FOR OFFICERS ONLY. You'Re 
RoBoDY ... A PRIVATE! ahd PROMOTION 


y 
Now Ger Movine! & ON wey, 
y Thee: 5 ONEY ONE WAY, 
GET «AND THAT's 
ie 


ND TH 
ACTIONS 


MONTHS BEFORE HE Gor Nis WISH THEN THE STHWEGTBOROUGHS 
+ peaked DESERT SRERE TNE XITLE FOR NORTH AFRICA WAS ~ 





PARA 
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WHEN THE INSPECTING OFFICER REACI IN, BOT! 
TESS HIS BIS” FS WONG OREICER, REACHED MARKIN, BOTH FELT THE SHOCK OF MUTUAL 





WELL... MARKINS 
GLAD To HAVE YOu WITH Us, 
THANK You, 
SIR. 





THE TWO MEN RESUMED THEIR OLD THE MAJO@ WAS SILENT FORA MOMENT. 
FRIENDSHIP ALTHOUGH TT COULD NGF BE +++ THEN SHRUGGED . . - 
QUITE AS CORDIAL AS BEFORE ROSS 

ECOMMENDED SAM FOR PROMOTION. . . 


D'vYou THINK Ir WISE 
To PROMOTE MAR: 
ECO 
1055, 





The Dead Keep Falth 7 





STRANGEt 
ahrourontry, 





THANK You FOR THE PROMOTION, 
JOHN. I GUESSED YoU HAD SOMETHING 
"1000 WITH IT, 


THAT'S ALL RIGHT, SAM. 
YOU CAN RELY ON Mie To BO 
ANYTHING | CAN TO HELP. 











THE TALK OF PROMOTION LED SAM MaRKin | [SUCH THOUGHTS OPENED Ol 
TBWwoNoes assurnis paiEND's OWN BROLIS FACE Samcene - 
FAILURE TO IMPROVE HIS RANK. 


CAPTAIN. 
Reer Hieveacy 
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Chapter 4. Tough Sergeant 


‘BUT THE DESERT WAR WAS TO TAKE ITS TOLL OF JUNIOR LEADERS AND SAM MARKIN SOON 
Reaches Te GAN He SOUGHT. His REGIMIENT THE WESTEOHOUGNS, BECATIE Ar 
BRMOURED RECONNAISSANCE UNIT FOR MOQILITY WAS ATS IMPORTANT FACTOR IM THAT 
SWIFTLY: Movin CAMPAIGN. 























HOw Mitch FARTHER 00 You 
SUGGEST, SERGEANT WE MUST 
BEWELL BEHING THEI LINES. 





THERE WAS A HINT OF NERVOUSNESS IN YOUNG LTEUTENANT FENSHAW'S VOICE AND 
SERGEANT MARKIN'S SNAPPED ANSWER DID NOTHING TO DISPEL IT. 


DON'T KNOW, SIR, 
n° 


Lperir On THE MAP? 
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FENSHAW TOOK A DEEP BREATH . , . AND, AS HE DROPPED BACK INTO HIS SEAT, HE 
GAVE THE SERGEANT A WRY LO 






vou Lost your 
TOORPICERS PRETTY SOON, 
DIDN'T YOU, SEBGEANT? 





YELL LET'S HOPE THAT Ss 
SRA TN 


WE'LL DRIVE ON TEN MORE MILES, 
THED SEND FORWARD & SCOUTING 
PARTY ANISH OKAY BY 

YOU, SERGEANT? 


"A DISTANT GROUP OF THE ARMOURED CAR PATROL WATCHED THE CONFERENCE WITH 
cynIcAL EYES. 


008. ‘AT THE POOR DEVIL! 
A wHat's tHe BETTING We LOSE MARKIN'S ONLY TOO EAGER 
A THIS ONE, TOO} TO TAKE OVER WHEN THEY 
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PRIVATE MACKENZIE GLOWERED AT THE ERECT FIGURE OF SERGEANT MARKIN. 


“SOMEONE QUGHT To STOR 
1M BEFORE'E GETS MORE ) Mac's RIGHT! MARKIN 
OFFICERS KILLED. KNOWS THis GAME INSIDE QUT, 
BUT ME WON'T LIFT A FINGER. 
TO HELP THESE NEW OFFICERS, 




















UHAWARE OF THE UNDERCURRENT OF FEELING AGAINST HIM, MARKIN CHECKED THE 


rc 
PATROL BEFORE THEY MOVED ON, 
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THAT NIGHT, WITH THE CARS PARKED INA NEARBY WADI, A SCOUTING PARTY CREPT 


TW 
jARDS THE GERMAN UNIT. FENSHAW WAS IN THE LE! 





WAS SERGEANT MARKIN WHO STOLE FORWARD TO SILENCE THE FIRST GERMAN 
BENTRY THEY CAME UPON. 
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43 


"THE SCOUTING PARTY CRAWLED TO THE CREST OF ADUNE. FENSHAW NARROWED HIS 
EYES AS HE STUDIED WHAT LAY BEYOND, 


U THINK, 
SERGEANT? 





TT WAS NOTA GOOD PLAN. MACKENZIE, A BATTLE-VETERAN HIMSEL 
OBJECTIONS AS THEY CREPT BACK TOWARDS THE CARS. 


WE'LL NEVER GET WITHIN 

FIRING DISTANCE OF THEM, SARGE. 

WHY DON'T YOU TELL THE: StEicEe 
HE'S DOING IT THE WRONG WAY? 


HE'S THE OFFICER. 1 
PRS TISS OB 16 TELUS falar 
"70 60: 


——— 


SNARLED HIS 
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"ANGBY WORDS SPILLED FROM MACKENZIE AT THE SERGEANT'S COLD TONES, 





WANT "IM DEAD JUST LIKE 


‘yot 
THE OTHER'S 50 YOU CAN TAKE COMMAND. 
YOU'RE NOTHING BUT A DIRTY 
7 ~ MURDERER! <t 


pile S 


SHUT Your MouTH, 
MACKENZIE ss + 
BY HEAVENS | C'S 


CURSE MACKENZIE! 
SHOULD KNOW THE 
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THERE WAS HOLACE GF COURAGE [TITHE Way SECOND LIEUTENANT FENSHAW TOOK Hig CAR 
INTOTHE ATTACK AT FULL Si SUL THEGERMANS WERE WAITING . . . FOR THE ROAR OF 
ANP BRITISH VEHICLES HAD ALERTED THEM. 


THE BRAVE YOUNG OFFICER WAS HE FIRST OF MANY CASUALTIES AS ENEMY GUNS RAKED 
THE ATTACKERS. EVEN SO, THE RAID WAS PRESSED HOME RESOLUTELY. 
YA Vi “an i “4 Tet 
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"APPALLED NOW AT THE CONSEQUENCES OF HIS LACK OF ADVICE, SAM MARKIN KNEW THEY 
COULD NOT MAINTAIN THE ASSAULT. 


ZEEE 77 

“THEY'RE CUTTING US. § 
yO PIECES! WE'VE GOT TO 
GETOUTOFHERE! 





ONCE THE COMMAND WAS IN HIS HANDS, SAM MARKIN BECAME COOLNESS ITSELF AND 
Dkbeas Weae DeriniTe AND ASSURED, THEY DISENGAGED BUT HALF THE TROOP Hi 


WHAT THE BLAZES. 
HAPPENED? CAN YOU 


THE LIEUTENANT. 
WAS IN CHARGE SIR. 
1 SIMPLY FOLLOWED 
pe ORDERS. 





FOR A MOMENT, THE EY! 
MEAG REGRETFULLY 


1H 
‘You've FELT BITTER, BUT. « - 
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CAPTAIN ROSS" FACE WAS SUDDENLY ASHEN AND HE COULD NOT MEET HIS FRIENO'S 
RoR SCUSING GAZE 











THE WHINING VOICE FILLED MAR) 
THOUGH HE WAS SHAKING WITH Ri 





DISGUST AND HE BACKED AWAY © 








Ts Ss 


EMERGENCY ORDERS, nos. JE1 
O/ fl wastaincten’s Bie race, PS Movin 
: 0 
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Chapter 5 The Way Back 


Sogn THE WHOLE REGIMENT WAS MOVING OUT AND THE STILLNESS OF THE DESEGT NIGHT 
TREMBLED To THE MUTED THUNDER OF POWERFUL ENGINES, 

















RE IN THE DARKNESS, THE PANZER DIVISION'S COMMANDER WAS PLAN! 
fe WHICH HE BELIEVED WOULD FOLD UP THE EI”: ARMY FRONT-LINE 


'SHIENK'S GROUP WILL SWING 10 THE 

SOUTH, FELDMAN'S TO THE NORTH WHILE 

TWILU COMMAND THE CENTRE. WE WILL 
APTACK AT FIRST LIGHT. 


JAWOHL, HERR 
GENERAL, 


THIS TIME 
WE CANNOT 
FAIL, 
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ALL THROUGH THE NIGHT, THE BRITISH FORCES WERE ALSO MOVING INTO POSITION 
THRUST WOULD BE MET WITH COUNTER-THRUST. 


eee tte aeteaaae 


US, OUR REPLY WILL BE SIMPLE AND DIRECT. WE 
he WILL SMASH RIGHT THROUGH THEIR CENTRE WITH 
ALUGUR STRENGTH AND THEN SWING QUT TO TAKE 

CARE OF THEIR FLANKS, 


"ACCURATE RECONNAISSANCE WAS VITAL HOW... AND 
BAYROLS SLIPPED OUT INTO THE LONELY DESERT Yo FEE! 


/E GOT 70 GET ROSS TO CONFESS 

WHAT HE DID. IF HE GETS KILLED 

EN #'VE Lost MY ONLY CHANCE OF 
BEING CLEARED. 


SERGEANT SAM MARKIN'S MIND WA: 
WITH THOUGHTS OF ROSS’ GUILTY SECRET =. - 
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WHEN THE OFFICER VISITED THE OUTFLUNG RECONNAISSANCE UNITS IN THE EARLY HOURS, 
MARKIN TRIED T0 GET HIM TO SIGN A CONFESSION THERE AND THEN, 





LOOK! you'Lt Nevers 





WHAT D'yOU HOPE FoR: 
THAT TLL BEKILLEO In sbRey's 
ATTACK? IS THAT. 
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THE VAST DESERT ABENA WAS ASTIR WITH MOVEMENT... BUILDING UP TO THE MOMENT 
OF ASSAULT. AS DAWN LIGHTENED THE SKY =. ie; aie 








TREMENDOUS GERMAN BARRAGE THUNDERED OUT, CRASHING USELESSLY ON BARREN 
GROUND WHERE THE GERMANS IMAGINED THE BRITISH TO BE. THEN CAME THE 
COUNTER-ATTACK e+ i 








THE GERMAN, GUNNERS FOUGHT THEI! 
PEARHEAD ROARED TOWARDS THEM. 


OF STEEL UPON STE 


CLASH, 
DIED IN THE VIOLENCE OF TA 





Tie AROUSED HECce CoRR VERE IN THETHICKOETHE MELEE. GUNS HAMMERING, 
Am MAnkin's VEHICLE SWERVED CLOSE TOA BURMING PANZER’ © es ye 


‘TAKE THAT, You swine! 
WINER THE BLAZES Is ROSS 
‘AMD THE BES! 


CAPTAIN ROSS WAS IN TROUBLE. A SHELL HAD WEECKED HIG ARMGURED CAR AND NOW 
He CROUCHED WITH HIS CREW IN A SHALLOW DIP IN THE SAMI 


WE'LL STAY WHERE 
WEARE,MEN, THE ENEMY 





evs 


bm 


Zi 


cr Hee: 
pS 


"THERE WAS NO PLACE FOR MERCY IN THAT BATTLE TO THE DEATH. THE GEQMAN TANK 
COMMANDER INTENDED TO COMPLETE THE DESTRUCTION OF THE BRITISH CAR AND ITS 
EREW AND HIS MACHINE-GUNS RAKED THE LIPOF THEIR MEAGRE COVER, 
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BEESTSIAE Matt OF Lead ne SPOANG TO Hie FEET AND FLUNG'A GRENADE AY Th 
SxPeRviLAR Taacks OF THE ONCOMING PANEER 


EET AND FLUNG A GRENADE AT THE 


EFELLTO 


SCHNELL! TRAVERSE 
THAT. GUN! GET THAT 
CARON OUR RIGHT! 








The Dead Keep Faith 
TINKING AND SWERVING, MARKIN'S RIVER] [MARKIN RASPED TERSE ORDERS TO HIS 
Berruuy DODGED THE EXPLODING DRIVER . 





‘SWING ALONGSIDE THE 
TANK. I'M GOING To MAKE 
‘& JUMP FoR It. 


IT's crazy, SARGE! 
ILt NEVER Work! 


DEAD CERTAIN THAT'S. 
ci 


CAO 


——— 





TITTLE 01D THE SEQGEANT KNOW THAT 
THE SANDS OF ROSS’ LIFE WERE 
ALREADY RUNNING OUT 


HVE GOT TOTIME 
ty gust RIGHT! 
A'SECOND TOO SOON, 
ANS 


“TOO LATE. 
IPS CURTAINS! 


37 
“GRIMLY THE GEGMANS WATCHED THE 
BRITISH CAR'S TERRIER: LIKE APPROACH... 


LET HIM COME: 
INTO POLNT: BLANK, 
RANGE, HAMS «He 
CANNOT HURT US WITR 
HIS PUNY GUN. 





THE ARMOURED CAR WAS NOW ONLY FIETY YARDS FROM THE PANZER, GORING IN AS IF FY 


WOULD RAM ITS POWERF! 


READY, SARGE!... 
‘WE'RE NEARLY THERE! 


L OPPONENT, BROADSIDE O! 





60. The Dead Keep Faith 


TRE GERMAN GUNNER'S FINGER TIGNTENED ON THE TRIGGER.» AND AT THAT CRUCIAL 
IQMENT. THE BRITS GAIN, RELEASING HIS HOLD, MARKII 


iE SERSEAIT SRS APE SECONER BOUTS GEOMAGETE TANK BEFORE BEING SPOTTED 
THE CREW. HIS GRIP TIGHTENED ON THE GRENADE 


Wt, 


A 
ity 9 





ARROW OBSERVATION SUIT LEERED AT HIM AND FI 
STARTLED WHITE FACE WAS BLOTTED rs 
(© GRENADE AS IT EX! 


SMOKE AND FLAME GUSHED FROM THE TURRET AS THE HATCH BURST OPEN. BUT MARKIN 
HAD RISKED TOO MUCH TO TAKE ANY CHANCES. 


HAVE ANOTHER 
ONE, JERRY... JUST 
$0 Finke CERTAIN) 


a 





62 The Dead Keep Faith 


CAPTAIN ROSS, HOVERING ON THE BRINIC OF DEATH, OPENED WEARYPAIN-FILLED EVES: 
AS SAM MARKIN CAME TO TOWER OVER HIM. 








HALLO, SAM... you... 
YOU DID A GREAT JOB 
ve THERE? 


ROSS SMILED GRATEFULLY AS MARK 
TRICKLED WATER BETWEEN HIS LIP: 


You WANT, 5 
a EN 79 iT, 
1M SORRY, SAM, ABOUT 
WHAT HAPPENED. 


HE DICTATED THIS. 
MOMENTS AGO, SARGE. 
‘SAID IT WAS FOR YOU, 


TAD DICTATED HIS CONFESSION ATER GEING Hit BY GEAMAN BULLETS. 


mas THE 
ATEVENT SIGNED BY WITMESSES) WAS ENOUGH TO CLEAR Pi rely 
Fue ENARGES POH Which He HAD BEEW FOUND GUILTY SO LONG Abo, On Te TEL OF 


WHAT ABOUT TH: 
CAPTAIN, SARG' 


MOMENT, WE'VE 
BATIEE 10 WIN, 





The Dead Keep Faith 


"AFTER THE SMOKE OF BATTLE HAD ORIFTED AWAY, THERE WAS TIME TO CORRECT THE 
MISTAKES OF THE PAS 


YOU HAVE WON OUICK PROMOTION, 
CAPTAIN MARKIN, BUT NO ONE CAN SAY 
YOU HAVE NOT EARNED IT. YOUR BATTLE 
EXPERIENCE SHOULD BE INVALUABLE IN 











7 cach month by Fieetway Publications Tad, 
iis House, Talis Stree, Londo, B.G-4, Sol 





‘Eeited ta Basland bir Mesars. Poy; Beothera Ld, Manchovier 1, sad pa 
Eleeuway House, BGA, Adrrtvrtat Otkes 
‘ 


One 
sence tr 

‘Sitbont th writiea consent tthe 

Except ot 









ALSO ON SALE NOW 
FOR WAR THRILLS... ACTION .. DRAMA... 


WAR PICTURE 
LIBRARY 


No. I41.—THE BLACK ACE 


No, 143.-THE TALL SHADOWS 


WAR 
prcrane 
tranary | 





Ren / AS 
Luck was on their side, yet the cards 
decreed that they must die ! 


ALSO ON SALE NOW :— 
No. 142.THE SCENT OF DANGER 


Next month's FOUR thrilling WAR PICTURE LIBRARY issues, on sale 
May 7th, are :— 


No. 144.—CHAIN OF COMMAND No. 146.—MISSING, BELIEVED 


KILLED 
No. 145.—_DOODLEBUG No. 147.—COMPANY OF 


HEROES 





They hid their fears behind a myth of 
Japanese invincibility ! 


BEI DIESE ISIDORE I I a 


SEI I Eb Ft 


KKH IK KEK RIK KIKI KK KEIRA ERIN Foe 


FREE <Ze@pecee 
GIFTS! 


* A Smashing Album—* MODERN SPORTS 
CARS OF THE WORLD"! 





(This booklet to be given away in TIGER, 3/st March) 


+ 16 Super Coloured Photos of SPORTS CARS 
to fix inside ! 


(4 each week in issues for March 31st and April 7th, 14th, 2/st) 





for the best 
picture-stories cf 


@ WAR ADVENTURE 
@ FOOTBALL 

@ BOXING 

@ ATHLETICS 

@ ALL-IN WRESTLING 
@ SPACE-TRAVEL 
SPEEDWAY RACING 
CRIME 

JOKES 





and real-life sports features 





5d. buys it every Tuesday 


YO A MO II a A A A A A A I A AR KG aa 


Seb 
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